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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 03/05/2008 has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Newly submitted claims 18-21 directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: The original claims, 1-17, do not 
require the features of the newely cited claims. For instance claims 1,15 and 16 do not require 
the features of" sorting a plurality of files comprising a media file and a playlist file storing a 
playlist indicating a playback procedure of the media file, wherein a date used for sorting the 
playlist file is a date of a media file on the playlist and not a generation date of the playlist" and 
"displaying a date of an image data file and date of a playlist file storing a playlist indicating a 
playback procedure of the image data file, the method comprising: displaying, as the date of the 
playlist file, the date of the image data file on the playlist instead of the date of generation of the 
playlist." As recited in the new claims 18-21. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 18-21 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to 
a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 
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Response to Amendment 

3. The amendments, filed 02/13/2008, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-17 

are now pending. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 02/13/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. See below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada (US 
PG PUB 2004/0057700a Al) in view of Deguchi (US PG PUB 2006/0259375 Al). 

Regarding claim 1 , Okada discloses an apparatus for processing image data, the apparatus 
comprising: 

specifying means for specifying a playback procedure of the image data (see paragraphs 
01 14-01 17 and figs. 2-3, the PGC specifies playback order); 

detecting means for detecting date information of the image data specified in the 
playback procedure specified by specifying means (see paragraphs 0238-0253, where it shows 
that a seek is carried out); 

playlist processing means for generating playlist data indicating the playback procedure 
specified by specifying means, and for generating date information of the playlist data based on 
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the date information detected by said detecting means (see paragraphs 0249, 0219, 0271-0273, 
0447-0450, PGC number corresponding to the playlist is recorded and the PGC number indicates 
the recording order of PGC information in UD PGCI and playlist date and time information is 
recorded) 

recording means for recording the playlist data and the date information of the playlist 
data in association with each other on a recording medium (see paragraphs 0273-0275). 

Claim 1 differs from Okada in that the claim further requires generating date information 
of the playlist data based on the image data's date information, and the date information of the 
playlist data being recorded separately from the image data's date information. 

In the same field of endeavor Deguchi discloses generating date information of the 
playlist data based on the image data's date information (see paragraphs 001 1, 0014, 0048 and 
0054), and the date information of the playlist data being recorded separately from the image 
data's date information (see paragraphs 0028, 0039 and 0049). Therefore in light of the teaching 
in Deguchi it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Okada by generating playlist date information based on image data's date 
information and storing the information separately in order for the user to access the data based 
on the time information. 

Regarding claim 2, Okada discloses the recording means generates a playlist file 
including the playlist data and the date information of the playlist data, and records the playlist 
file on the recording medium (see paragraphs 0271-0275 and 0283). 

Regarding claim 3, Deguchi discloses means for storing a generation date of the playlist 
data (see paragraphs 0028, 0039 and 0049). 
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Regarding claim 4,Okada discloses the playlist processing means generates date 
information of the playlist data based on date information of image data that is to be played back 
first among the image data specified in the playlist data (see fig. 9, paragraphs 0219, 0266, 0271, 
and 0283, user defined PGC). 

Regarding claim 5, Okada discloses the playlist processing means generates date 
information of the playlist data based on date information of image data that is to be played back 
last among the image data specified in the playlist data (see fig. 9, paragraphs 0219, 0266, 0271, 
and 0283, the playlist is user defined PGC). 

Regarding claim 6, Okada discloses the playlist processing means generates date 
information of the playlist data based on date information of image data having date information 
indicating an oldest date among the image data specified in the playlist data (see fig. 9, 
paragraphs 0219, 0266, 0271, and 0283). 

Regarding claim 7, Okada discloses the playlist processing means generates date 
information of the playlist data based on date information of image data having date information 
indicating a latest date among the image data specified in the playlist data (see fig. 9, paragraphs 
0219, 0266, 0271, and 0283). 

Regarding claim 8, Okada discloses the playlist processing means further generates 
thumbnail image data of the playlist data based on the image data specified in the playlist data, 
and the recording means further records the thumbnail image data of the playlist data in 
association with the playlist data on the recording medium (see figs. 8, 10 and paragraphs 0279- 
0285). 
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Regarding claim 9, Okada discloses the playlist processing means generates date 
information of the playlist data based on date information of image data selected from the image 
data specified in the playlist data, and generates thumbnail image data of the playlist data based 
on the image data selected (see paragraphs 0283, 0285-0286). 

Regarding claim 10, Okada discloses the playlist processing means further generates 
recording-position information of the playlist data based on position information indicating a 
recording position regarding the image data specified in the playlist data, and the recording 
means further records the recording-position information of the playlist data in association with 
the playlist data on the recording medium (see figs. 8-11, paragraphs 0281, 0709-0718). 

Regarding claim 11, Okada discloses the playlist processing means generates date 
information of the playlist data based on date information of image data selected from the image 
data specified in the playlist data, and generates recording-position information of the playlist 
data based on position information of the image data selected (see figs. 1 1, 33 and paragraph 
0714). 

Regarding claim 12, Okada discloses the image data specified in the playlist data is 
recorded on the recording medium (see paragraphs 0271-0275). 

Regarding claim 13, Okada discloses display control means for displaying information 
regarding the image data and information regarding the playlist data recorded on the recording 
medium, in an order based on the date information (see fig. 9, paragraphs 0285 and 0447). 

Regarding claim 14, Okada discloses the recording medium is a recording medium that 
allows random access (see abstract and paragraph 0109). 

Method claims 15 and 16 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 above. 
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Regarding claim 17, Okada discloses display control means for sorting the image data 
and the playlist data on the basis of the date information of the image data and the date 
information of the playlist data and for displaying information regarding the image data and the 
playlist in the sorted order (see paragraphs 0285 and 0447 and figs. 7, 9, 34 and 48 see also claim 
1 rejection above). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Rosenberg et al. (US Pat. No. 7,325,043B1) 
Holtz et al. (US PG PUB 2003/0001880 Al) 

Likourezos (US PG PUB 2002/0098813 Al) disclose generating playlist based on date 
information of image data 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571)272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI Q. TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HELEN SHIBRU/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 262 1 
March 28, 2008 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 262 1 



